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Two programs nip vims in bud 


There’s been a lot of talk lately 
about “computer viruses,” those 
terrible programs that lie dormant 
within another program then sud¬ 
denly awaken to reformat disks, 
destroy data or just wipe a hard 
disk clean. 

These viruses are placed by un¬ 
scrupulous people on pubUc bulle¬ 
tin boards and have been known to 
invade programs on popular on¬ 
line services. Computer viruses 
are a serious threat to anyone who 
uses an on-line data-base service 
or down-loads programs from oth¬ 
er computers. 

There are three possible solu¬ 
tions for dealing with these pro¬ 
grams. Unfortunately, none of 
them is foolproof or ideal; 

■ Don’t down-load programs 
from on-line services. 

■ Only access commercial ser¬ 
vices that are known to be aware 
of computer viruses and are known 
to have taken precautions against 
them. Most of the well-known ser¬ 
vices have. 

■ Install security software on 


so lets you erase files and make guarantee that the programs are 
room on your disk without leaving not a placebo for computer vinys 
your current program. This is es- fright, or even a bald-faced rip-off, 
pecially valuable when using pro- It would be useful if there wcpe 
grams that don’t allow you to re- some independent testing of tl|e 
cover data-base and word programs to verify their useful- 
processing programs when your ness. But as far as I know, thergfis 
disk is full. no such testing service. So, if yw 

Vaccine, available for $189 from install a protection package 
FoundationWare of Cleveland, never have a problem with corn- 
checks executable files for bugs, puter viruses, you’ll never know, if 
errors, modifications or patches the program worked — or if t]|e 
every time they are run. It also bugs just never crossed your path! 
helps protect against disk writes The bottom line: There’s no way 
that could destroy data and pre- to know whether the anti-computer 
vents others from altering your virus program you install actually 
system set-up and batch files. protects your system from do- 

Vaccine also provides a safe structive bugs. But I suggest you 
place in your computer to test pos- invest in one anyway, especially jif 
sibly dangerous software, and it al- you must use on-Une computer ser- 
lows you to easily recover erased vices that put you at risk to com- 
or damaged data. Also, it lets you puter viruses. ; 
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